N2 Chenkaantal

A Bi-Yearly Peer-Reviewed Tamil Journal

Volume 5, SPL Issue 1, July 2026 E-ISSN: 2583-0481
MLA, DOAJ Indexed

Folk Deity Worship in the Novels of Cho. Dharman

K. Murugalakshmi, Ph.D. Research Scholar in Tamil, Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and
Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India.
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0206-2320
Dr. S. Bharani, Assistant Professor of Tamil, Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and
Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India.
ORCiD: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7736-1205
DOI: 10.5281/zen0do.21791631

Abstract

Cho. Dharman has accurately documented the lives of marginalized people in the
southern districts of Tamil Nadu and the unique culture of the Karisal region. His novels,
such as Sool, Kookai, and Doorvai, serve as historical archives of the Karisal land. The daily
lives, occupations, and worship practices of these people are deeply interconnected. Rather
than prioritizing major deities, the worship of minor deities who safeguard their livelihoods
serves as their true lifeblood. Minor deity worship is neither a superstition nor a formal
spiritual doctrine; instead, it emphasizes the importance of human labor, water management,
nature conservation, and social relationships. Dressed in simple attire and free from rigid
ritualistic laws, these deities graciously accept and bless the humble offerings and
homegrown produce of the people. This article examines in detail the minor deity worship
practices and their socio-cultural background as revealed in So. Dharman's novels.
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